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ql translation isas follows: The Egyptians,wishing to signify life ever] 
i, ever ast- 
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En this serpent is called by the E ae body; and Ig 

ee pent is called by the Egyptians Vreus, that is to say, Basil; “pov ce 
Me They make it of gold, then put it around their Gods, and say th ae Ss ii 
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ut mortality is signified by this serpent, because thete are three sort f = a ee 
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a o but this one alone is immortal, and is of such nature that : i 
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| Return then to our Fantastic letters,and say that,in imitation of h 

Egyptian manner of writing,they are made by symbolsand Seen 
but not in accordance with natural philosophy, like those of the E = 
tians. The first isan A, represented by an open compass; the second į | 
B, represented by a Fusy;*the third isaC, represented bya handle: — : 
with all the others in succession, If you desire to see them made fa l 
Egyptian fashion, you will find some beautiful and well-made ones in 


many excellent passages of Polyphilus. 





* The Steel used for striking 
five from a flint. 
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Bz desirous to spare no pains in conferring graceful service upon 
you, I have added also the Utopian letters, which I call Utopian 
+ Sir Thomas More. because Morus Langlois} has drawn them in the book which he called 
Insula Utopia, the Utopian Isle. These are letters which we might call 
Voluntary letters, made at one’s pleasure, as are those which the makers 
of ciphers and decipherers drew in such shape and formas they chose, 
to compose new things, which cannot be understood without knowing 
the alphabet of the said Voluntary letters. 
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T making an end of our work, and praising our Lord God; likewise 
in taking humble and grateful leave of you, I have put with all the 
aforementioned divers sorts of letters, those which are Floriated, that is 
to say, surrounded with antique flowers & foliage, to be used 
in making letters of gold or to be coloured 
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